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Though the Forward has always had a se-

lect readership, the issues and events found
on its news pages are as diverse as the city
it class home and the world that it covers.
From politics to the arts, editorial cartoons to
commentary, the Forward covers the entire
range of the Jewish diaspora.

In its early years, the Yiddish Forward
helped generations of European Jews absorb
the American way of life, and today this leg-
endary newspaper is still the paper of record
covering the Jewish community. That is why I
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in saluting the Forward
on its 100th anniversary.
f

TRIBUTE TO BRENDA AND ROY
TANZMAN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY
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Friday, March 21, 1997

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
April 10, 1997, the first annual Chaver Award
will be presented by the Highland Park Con-
servative Temple of Highland Park, NJ, at its
donor dinner dance to Brenda and Roy
Tanzman of South Brunswick, NJ, for extraor-
dinary community service.

The Chaver Award was inspired by Presi-
dent Clinton’s eulogy to Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin—‘‘Shalom, Chaver—Peace, Friend.’’
The award will be given to those community
leaders whose commitment involves an emo-
tional and personal feeling for the value of
continued giving of themselves for the greater
good of all—in short, those who are true
friends of the community.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor and pleas-
ure for me to join the Highland Park Conserv-
ative temple in paying tribute to Roy and Bren-
da Tanzman. The Tanzmans have been com-
munity leaders in many ways, having served
on numerous civic and religious boards, given
assistance to a wide range of projects, and led
missions to Israel. They and their entire family
have been excellent role models for the entire
community. The list of organizations that they
have led, supported, or been involved with is
a long one.

Roy Tanzman serves as first vice president
of the Highland Park Temple. He is the presi-
dent-elect of the Jewish Federation of Greater
Middlesex County, chairman of AIPAC of Mid-
dlesex County and chairman of the Middlesex
County Israel Bond Organization. Among other
activities and associations, Mr. Tanzman has
served with the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, the New Brunswick Cultural
Arts Committee, the Woodbridge Township
School District, the South Brunswick Demo-
cratic Committee, and as a coach for youth
soccer, basketball and baseball in South
Brunswick. A partner with the law firm of
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, Mr. Tanzman
serves on the Middlesex County Bar Associa-
tion, the New Jersey Bar Association, the New
York Bar Association and the Middlesex Coun-
ty Board of Realtors.

Brenda Tanzman is a former board member
of the Highland Park Temple, and has chaired
many temple projects, including being dinner
dance co-chairwoman. She has served as
chairperson of the children’s holiday projects
of the sisterhood of the temple. She is a

former vice president and board member of
National Council of Jewish Women. She is
also a member of the Auxiliary of Central New
Jersey Home of the Aged. A life member of
Hadassah, she has been an active volunteer
in the South Brunswick school system for the
past 14 years, where she has served as cul-
tural arts chairperson, and also worked on the
Anne Frank exhibit.

The Tanzmans reside in South Brunswick
with their two children, Jill and Brett.

The gala will be held at the Excelsior in
Manalapan, NJ. I would also like to pay tribute
to the chairperson for the event. Al and Lynn
Rappaport, and Elliot and Jackie Brooks, and
Ad Journal chairpersons Stuart Mitnick, Walter
Rogers, Justin and Gittel Footerman and Ber-
nie Sadof, for all their hard work in putting to-
gether what will be, I am sure, a tremendously
successful event.
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Mr. DIXON. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, May
18, 1997, the Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict [LAUSD] family will gather at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel in Marina Del Rey to pay hom-
age to their leader Superintendent Sidney A.
Thompson. Sid, as he is affectionately known
by his colleagues, family, and many friends, is
retiring from the school district after a distin-
guished and exemplary career spanning more
than 40 years. An educator’s educator, I am
privileged to count him as my friend, and am
pleased to share this brief retrospective of this
extraordinary individual with my colleagues.

Born in Los Angeles, CA, on May 9, 1932,
Sid attended Dayton Heights Elementary
School, Virgil Junior High School, and grad-
uated at the age of 16 from Belmont High
School.

After graduation, Sid was faced with genu-
ine conflict concerning his career choices. Im-
bued with a deep love of the sea, yet keenly
aware of the necessity and importance of a
college education, he arrived at the perfect so-
lution to combine both dreams. He success-
fully passed the entrance exam for the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy, located in Kings
Point, NY, but was forced to sit out the year
since he was not yet 17.

Sid graduated from the academy in 1952
with a bachelor of science degree and soon
thereafter enlisted in the U.S. Navy, rising to
the rank of lieutenant. He was stationed
aboard the U.S.S. Rochester during the Ko-
rean war.

Following his tour of duty, he returned to
Los Angeles. In 1956 he joined the faculty of
Pacoima Junior High School where he taught
mathematics, rising to department Chair.
While at Pacoima, he entered California State
University, Los Angeles, earning a master’s
degree in school administration in 1960. His
assent to greater heights and responsibilities
was just beginning.

In 1965, Sid was named Assistant Principal
at Maclay Junior High School. Four years
later, he became Principal of Markham Junior
High School and from 1971–1976, served as
Principal of Crenshaw High School. His im-
pressive administrative and managerial skills

led to his promotion in 1976 to the post of
Deputy Area Administrator for area 2. This po-
sition was followed in fairly rapid succession
by a series of increasingly responsible posi-
tions within the school district’s administrative
offices.

On October 5, 1992, Sid became the 42d
Superintendent and the first African-American
to lead the Nation’s second largest school dis-
trict. His appointment catapulted him into the
limelight as he confronted the mammoth chal-
lenge of overhauling and restructuring the
school district—a move directed at concentrat-
ing greater decisionmaking authority at the
local school level.

An affable and forthright individual, Sid has
worked diligently with community groups and
with local, State, and Federal officials in pur-
suit of his goals. He has been a strong, force-
ful, and effective advocate on behalf of chil-
dren and viable educational policies designed
to enhance their potential for future academic
success.

Mr. Speaker, as the 19th century English
essayist John Ruskin once noted, ‘‘The first
duty of government is to see that people have
food, fuel, and clothes. The second, that they
have means of moral and intellectual edu-
cation.’’ I would submit that by his exemplary
career and example, Sid Thompson embodies
this principle. Largely because of his dedica-
tion, his love of education, and his leadership,
the children of Los Angeles are better pre-
pared to face the challenges of the future.

I am, therefore, proud to have this oppor-
tunity to congratulate him on his outstanding
contributions to the citizens of Los Angeles.
He has been a true champion of quality edu-
cation for all children, and his presence at the
helm of the Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict will be sorely missed.

As Sid prepares to embark on what I trust
will be a long, prosperous, and healthy retire-
ment, I wish him and his lovely wife, Julia,
calm seas and cloudless skies as they sail
aboard their beloved sailboat ‘‘Havarim.’’
Thank you Sid. Well done, my friend.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the memory of Martin Patrick Cooney, Sr., a
native of the west side of Cleveland who was
dedicated to the Irish community.

Because of his tireless efforts on behalf of
the Irish community, in 1994 he was chosen
Man of the Year by the very Irish Heritage
Club he helped to found. He was once host to
the Archbishop of Dublin and a member of
Irish Parliament.

Mr. Cooney, a member of Pipefitters Local
120, retired after 30 years as a pipefitter for
the city of Cleveland.

Mr. Cooney was a gifted Irish tenor. And
throughout his 76 years of vibrant life and
more than 20 trips to Ireland, he accumulated
a wealth of knowledge on his heritage as well
as the lineage of several Irish families in
Cleveland.

He is survived by three daughters, a son,
and seven grandchildren; as well as a sister
and brother, and dear friends.
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